Legal Services
for Prisoners
with Children

July 13, 2015

Karen Humes

Chief, Population Division

U.S. Census Bureau, Room 5H174
Washington, D.C. 20233

Email: POP.2020.Residence.Rule@census.gov

Re: Census Bureau to count incarcerated people at home in 2020 Census

Dear Karen Humes:

Legal Services for- P'isoners with Children (LSPC) submits this comment in response to the-Census
Bureau’s federal register notice regardlng the Residence Rule and Residence Situations, 80 FR 28950
{May 20, 2015).7LSPC’ Hrges you to count incarcerated people at their home address, rather than at

the particular faciljty that they happe to be located at on Census day.
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Ry designating a prison cell as a residence in the 2010 Census, the Census Bureau concentrated apopulation that is
disproportionately male, urban, and African-American or Latino into just 5,393 Census blocks that are located far from
the actual homes of incarcerated people. For example, Los Angeles County contains 28% of California’s overall
population, and 34% of the state’s prisoners’ population. However, few prisoners are actually incarcerated in Los
Angeles, which contains only 3% of California state prisor cells. The consequences include, counting thousands of
incarcerated men and women as members of the wrong communities and enhancing the political clout of the people
who live near prisons. {California 2010 Census Guide. Peter Wagner, Mar. 2010. Web. 08 July 2015.)

Ancther problem with the prison population in California is the racial disparities between Whites, African Americans,
and Latinos. African Americans are over-represented inthe prison and jails population; African Americans represent 7%
of our population but 27% are incarcerated. Hispanics are also over-represented in California prisons and jails; Hispanics
represent 38% of our total populatton and 41% are incarcerated. Compared to Whites who are underrepresented in
California Prisons and jails; Whites ma p 40% of our population but represent 26% of the incarcerated population.
Because African-Americans and Latmos are. dlspropomonateiy incarcerated, counting incarcerated people in the wrong
focation is partlcularly bad for proper repre:. ntatlon of frlcan—Amerlcan and Latlno commumhes The Census Bureau

count everyene in the right place in keeping with
population count that accurately rppresents com
their home address. :

Sincerely,
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