To Karen Humes:

The Census Bureau must change the way it counts incarcerated
people. People do not live in prisons; they bide their time there
— often miles or hundreds of miles from where they actually
live, where their family unit is, and all of the other associated
information that the Census and the American Community
Survey collects. Counting prisoners as individuals living in
prisons distorts the Census’ picture of the American population
and the political districting that relies on Census data. It
perversely perpetuates incentives to build more prisons,
especially in rural areas far from the prisoners actual
communities, which increases the isolation and dysfunction of
the criminal justice system. The Census should count people
where they live, not where they are detained.

Lena Graber

Special Projects Attorney
Immigrant Legal Resource Center
1663 Mission St. Suite 602

San Francisco, CA 94103

Tel: 415.321.8545

www.ilrc.org



